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249 and below 

 
Non Fiction 
 
Bears (Usbourne Beginners) by Emma Helbrough  
This book uses photographs, illustrations, and simple text to describe the habits and 
habitats of various kinds of bears. 
 
Sharks (Usbourne Beginners) by Catriona Clarke  
This introduction to sharks explores physical characteristics and behaviors of 
various species. 
 
Plenty of Penguins by Sonia Black 
With an invitation like that, who could resist learning all about penguins? Loaded 
with basic, informative facts, and told in accessible, rhyming language, this 
easy-to-read title is the perfect introduction to these adorable creatures. Spectacular 
and realistic illustrations bring the fascinating world of penguins to life, depicting a 
variety of penguins, their living and eating habits, and even the excitement of 
newly-hatched baby penguins greeting the world! 

Stars: All Aboard Science Reader Station Stop 1 by Jennifer A. Dussling  
This book explains what stars are and what people have thought about them in 
different times and places 

The Magic School Bus :The Wild Leaf Ride by Judith B. Stamper  
Ms. Frizzle's class is learning about leaves. The students are playing a game called 
Leaf Hunt, but they can't find one of the leaves. Ms. Frizzle says it's time for a field 
trip, and the kids get on the Magic School Bus. They are going to track down the 
missing leaf.  As always, Ms. Frizzle's class finds all kinds of excitement on their 
search for science facts. Hop on the Magic School Bus 



I Stink by Kate and Jim McMullan 
With ten wide tires, one really big appetite, and an even bigger smell, this garbage 
truck’s got it all. His job? Eating your garbage and loving every stinky second of it! 
And you thought nighttime was just for sleeping. 
 
I’m Dirty  by Kate and Jim McMullan 
This construction vehicle with an attitude loves every second of his dirty job! 
 
 

Fiction 
 
Dinosaurs Before Dark Magic Tree House  #1 by Mary Pope Osborne 
A tree house that travels through time? Not possible, says Jack. But he has to admit 
— when he and his younger sister, Annie, start running into dinosaurs — that 
they're not in Frog Creek, PA, anymore. The first book is an entertaining time-travel 
fantasy series for young readers. 
 
Mummies in the Morning by Mary Pope Osborne 
Jack and Annie find themselves whisked away to ancient Egypt, where they come 
face to face with a dead queen — and her 1,000-year-old mummy. Mary Pope 
Osborne continues to delight time-travel fantasy fans with her latest fast-paced 
adventure. 
 
Trail of the Screaming Teenager by Patricia Reilly Giff 
At the beach one day, Dawn and her friends become involved in a case of a missing 
necklace. Dawn, also known as the Polka Dot Private Eye, is determined to help the 
teenaged girl locate her jewelry. 
 
The Case of the Scaredy Cats by Crosby Newell Bonsall  
When little ‘ scaredy cat’ Annie disappears, it’ s another baffling case for detectives 
Wizard, Tubby, Skinny, and Snitch. ‘ One of the funniest of the author’ s easy-to-read 
stories about the youthful ‘ private eyes.’ 
 
Pet for Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold 
In the first zany, hilarious Fly Guy picture book, Buzz tries to help Fly Guy find the 
right pet. It seems that everyone else at the park has a pet, so Fly Guy wants one, too. 
A dog licked Fly Guy. A frog chased Fly Guy. A cricket was too jumpy. Who will be the 
best pet for Fly Guy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



250-499 
 

Non-Fiction 
 
Diego by Jonah Winter and Jeanette Winter 
The story of Diego Rivera, the greatest muralist of Mexico—and of the world—is 
told in Spanish and English.  Vibrant miniature paintings convey the sense of 
adventure and magic that marked Rivera’s early years.  The story shows how his 
passion for painting and love for his country combined to make a powerful art 
celebrating the Mexican people. 
 
Escape North: The Story of Harriet Tubman by Monica Kulling and Ter Flavin 
An easy to read, page turning account of Harriet Tubman’s life details from her 
childhood in slavery to her years as a conductor on the Underground Railroad to her 
later work as a suffragette and spy in the Civil War.  This remarkable true story 
brings to life one of America’s greatest female role models. 
 
Animal Babies by Bobbie Hamsa 
A baby kangaroo is a joey. A baby fish is a fry. But no matter what they are called, all 
baby animals are adorable as they jump, scamper, and swim in their habitats. Learn 
the different baby animals' names so you can share which one is your favorite.  
 
Animals of Long Ago by Susan Ring 
This illustrated book describes animals that lived millions of years ago, and reveals 
which of these animals are still living today. 

Red Pandas by Laura Marsh 
Find out about the shy and rarely seen red panda! This Level 1 reader documents 
the lives of red pandas in their environment. The carefully constructed text and 
beautiful photographs guarantees a successful and rewarding reading experience 
for any reader, especially those who love wild animals. 
 
Trucks by Wil Mara 
Who can resist trucks? They’re loud. They’re complicated. They have wheels twice 
as tall as your dad. Trucks! has many cool images of the trucks we know and love. 
There are also curiosities like the $3 million mining truck that’s "like driving a 
house." This Level 1 text is revved up with sound words and images to steer young 
readers on the road to reading success. 
 
Lions by Laura Marsh 
Roar with lions in this exciting Reader. Packed with beautiful and engaging photos, 
kids will learn all about these majestic big cats. This Level 1 reader is perfect to 
encourage the scientists and explorers of tomorrow! 



Fiction 
 
Smile  by Raina Telgemeier (graphic novel) 
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night she trips and falls, 
severely injuring her two front teeth. 
 
Sisters by Raina Telgemeier (graphic novel) 
Raina can't wait to be a big sister. But once Amara is born, things aren't quite how 
she expected them to be. Amara is cute, but she's also a cranky, grouchy baby, and 
mostly prefers to play by herself. Their relationship doesn't improve much over the 
years, but when a baby brother enters the picture and later, something doesn't seem 
right between their parents, they realize they must figure out how to get along. They 
are sisters, after all. 
 
Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier (graphic novel) 
Catrina and her family are moving to the coast of Northern California because her 
little sister, Maya, is sick. Cat isn't happy about leaving her friends for Bahía de la 
Luna, but Maya has cystic fibrosis and will benefit from the cool, salty air that blows 
in from the sea. As the girls explore their new home, a neighbor lets them in on a 
secret: There are ghosts in Bahía de la Luna. Maya is determined to meet one, but 
Cat wants nothing to do with them. As the time of year when ghosts reunite with 
their loved ones approaches, Cat must figure out how to put aside her fears for her 
sister's sake -- and her own. 
 
Jake and Lily  by Jerry Spinelli 
Jake and Lily are twins. Despite their slightly different interests and temperaments, 
they feel exactly the same—like two halves of one person. But the year they turn 
eleven, everything changes. Their parents announce it’s time for separate bedrooms. 
Jake starts hanging out with a pack of boys on the block. And Lily is devastated, not 
to mention angry. Who is she without Jake? And as her brother falls under the 
influence of the neighborhood bully, he also must ask himself—who is the real Jake? 
 
Squish by Jennifer Holm 
Introducing SQUISH -- a new graphic novel series about a comic book-loving, 
twinkie-eating grade school amoeba trying to find his place in the world (or at least 
trying to make it through a school day). Inspired by his favorite comic book hero, 
SUPER AMOEBA!, Squish has to navigate school (bullies! detention! Principal 
Planaria!), family (dad: Hates to wear a tie. Secretly listens to heavy metal in the 
car), and friends (Peggy-rainbows! happy all the time! and Pod . . . who's . . . well, you 
just have to meet him). Can Squish save the world--and his friends--from the forces 
of evil lurking in the hallways? Find out in Squish: Super Amoeba--saving the world, 
one cell at a time! 
 
 



Boxcar Children Mike’s Mystery by Gertrude Chandler Warner and Mary Gehr 
Benny and his friend Mike are in trouble when they are curious about a uranium 
mine. 
 
Chocolate Covered Ants by Stephen Manes 
When Max’s little brother, Adam, gets an ant colony for his birthday, suddenly he is a 
big authority on ants, and Max is determined to bring Adam down a few pegs. 
 
Tonight on the Titanic by Mary Pope Osborne 
The Magic Tree House whisks Jack and Annie to the decks of that ill-fated ship, the 
"Titanic". There they help a toddler find her way to a lifeboat before they, 
themselves, are in grave danger of becoming two more victims of the tragic event. 
 
Polar Bears Past Bedtime by Mary Pope Osborne 
The Magic Tree House transports Jack and Annie to the freezing Arctic where they 
must solve Morgan le Fay's final riddle in order to become master librarians. But it's 
not going to be easy — especially when they have cracking ice, a seal hunter, and a 
prodigious polar bear to deal with. 
 
Slappy’s Tales of Horror by R.L. Stine and Dave Roman  
“The Night of the Living Dummy,” “A Shocker on Shock Street,” “The Werewolf of 
Fever Swamp,” and “Ghost Beach” are adapted into full color comics and feature a 
brand new Slappy. 
 
Flat Stanley and the Haunted House (I Can Read Level 2) by Lori Haskins Houran  
Stanley can't wait for the Halloween party at school. But when a bully picks on his 
friend, Stanley saves the day in no time flat 
 
Flat Stanley at Bat  (I Can Read Level 2)by Jeff Brown and Lori Haskins Houran  
Flat Stanley, the beloved character created by Jeff Brown, is back in this I Can Read 
book about baseball! When Stanley plays center field for his baseball team, he is a 
flat-out great player! None of the other players can float to catch the highest hits, or 
earn walks from the fastest pitchers. But when the fairness of his flatness is 
questioned by the other team, Stanley has to step up to bat to prove himself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Babysitter’s Club:  Kristy’s Great Idea:  A Graphic Novel by Ann M. Martin and 
Raina Telgemeier 
Kristy, Mary Anne, Claudia, and Stacey are best friends and founding members of 
The Baby-sitters Club. Whatever comes up -- cranky toddlers, huge dogs, scary 
neighbors, prank calls -- you can count on them to save the day. Baby-sitting isn't 
always easy, and neither is dealing with strict parents, new families, fashion 
emergencies, and mysterious secrets. But no matter what, the BSC have what they 
need most: friendship. 
 
Babysitter’s Club:  The Truth About Stacy:  A Graphic Novel by Ann M. Martin 
and Raina Telgemeier 
Poor Stacey. She just moved to a new town, is still coming to terms with her 
diabetes, and is facing baby-sitting problems left and right. Fortunately, Stacey has 
three new friends -- Kristy, Claudia, and Mary Anne. Together they're the BSC -- and 
they will deal with whatever's thrown their way... even if it's a rival baby-sitting 
club! 
 
Babysitter’s Club:  Claudia and Mean Janine:  A Graphic Novel by Ann M. Martin 
and Raina Telgemeier  
Claudia and her sister, Janine, may as well be from two different planets. Claudia, 
who pays more attention to her artwork and The Baby-sitters Club than her 
homework, feels like she can't compete with her perfect sister. Janine studies 
nonstop, gets straight As, and even takes college-level courses! But when something 
unexpected happens to the most beloved person in their family, will the sisters be 
able to put aside their differences? 
 
Babysitter’s Club:  Mayanne Saves the Day:  A Graphic Novel by Ann M. Martin 
and Raina Telgemeier  
When The Baby-Sitters Club gets into a huge fight, Mary Anne is left to her own 
devices. She has to eat by herself in the school cafeteria, figure out how to make new 
friends, and deal with her overprotective father. But the worst happens when she 
finds herself in a baby-sitting emergency and can't turn to her friends for help. Will 
Mary Anne solve her problems and save The Baby-sitters Club from falling apart? 
 
Jake Drake: Bully Buster by Andrew Clements  
When Jake was three years old at Miss Lulu’s Dainty Diaper Day Care Center, what 
did he know about bullies? Nothing.  But he learned fast! Why? Because Jake was 
kind of smart and not a tattletale, and he had no big brother to protect him.  He was 
a perfect bully magnet.  But everything changed the year Jake was in second grade. 
That’s when SuperBully Link Baxter moved to town.  Jake had his hands full just 



trying to survive, until class project time.  

500-650 
 

Non Fiction 
 
Five True Dog Stories by Margaret Davidson  
Readers will meet Dox, who was the world's greatest canine detective; Grip, the dog 
who was a thief; Wolf and Barry, who devoted their lives to saving others; and Balto, 
the dog-hero whose statue stands in New York City's Central Park. 
 
Desert Life by Rachel Mann  
Vivid full-color photographs accompany informative text describing plant, animal, 
and Native American life in the extreme heat of America's Sonoran Desert. A 
fact-filled book that is great for supporting social studies. 
 
Buddy: The First Seeing Eye Dog by Eva Moore 
Moore follows the dog from training in Switzerland to home in America with Morris 
Frank, who was instrumental in starting the Seeing Eye in America in the 1930. 
 
The Chicago Fire by Howard Gutner  
By 1865, Chicago had mushroomed from a few log cabins to a thriving community 
with 600 miles of sidewalks and 50,000 buildings--nearly all made of wood. In 1871, 
drought conditions and strong winds caused one of many fires to rage out of control. 
 
Paul Revere's Ride (Graphic History) by Xavier W. Niz 

The British are coming! Follow the exciting ride of Paul Revere in this fast-paced 
book from the Graphic Library series. Readers will learn about colonial America and 
the events leading to the American Revolution. This book is written in comic book 
format and has color illustrations. 
 
George Washington: Leading a New Nation (Graphic Library) by Matt Doeden 
A biography telling the life story of George Washington, the leader of the Continental 
Army during the Revolutionary War, and the first president of the United States. 
Written in graphic-novel format. 
 

Who Was Harriet Tubman? by: McDonough, Yona Zeldis 

Born a slave in Maryland, Harriet Tubman knew first-hand what it meant to be 
someone's property; she was whipped by owners and almost killed by an overseer. 
It was from other field hands that she first heard about the Underground Railroad 
which she travelled by herself north to Philadelphia. Throughout her long life (she 
died at the age of ninety-two) and long after the Civil War brought an end to slavery, 



this amazing woman was proof of what just one person can do. 

Fiction 
 
Werewolves Don't Go to Summer Camp by Marcia Thornton Jones and D. Dadey 
The Bailey Elementary third-graders are greeted at camp by the growling, barefoot 
Mr. Jenkins. He eats nearly raw hamburgers, avoids lights and campfires, and warns 
the campers about the legend of a little boy's disappearance and the howl of a lone 
wolf. Could Mr. Jenkins be a werewolf? 
 
The Field Guide  by Holly Black and Tony DiTerlizzi  
After their parents’ divorce, the Grace kids-twins Jared and Simon and their older 
sister Mallory-move in with their mom to the decaying old mansion belonging to 
their ancient great-aunt Lucinda, who has been sent off to an asylum.  But before 
they can even unpack, Jared begins to notice that they’re not alone in the house. 
There’s something living there with them.  His investigations eventually lead to an 
old book filled with pictures of fantastic creatures-Arthur Spiderwick’s Field Guide 
to the Fantastical World Around You-and an even bigger mystery-the disappearance 
of his great-great-uncle and Lucinda’s father, Arthur Spiderwick. 
 
Summer Reading is Killing Me by J. Scieszka 
Everyone’s favorite time-travelers are changing their styles! The Time Warp Trio 
series now features a brand new, eye catching design, sure to appeal to longtime 
fans, and those new to Jon Scieszka’s wacky brand of humor. 
 

I Survived The Shark Attacks Of 1916 by Lauren Tarshis 

Based on true events! It's the summer of 1916 and the Jersey shore is being 
terrorized by a Great White shark. Can 10-year-old Chet and his friends survive a 
swim in the local creek? In the summer of 1916, ten year-old Chet Roscow is 
captivated by the local news: a Great White shark has been attacking and killing 
people up and down the Atlantic Coast, not far from Chet's hometown of Springfield, 
New Jersey. Then one day, swimming with his friends, Chet sees something in the 
water. . . 
 
Mrs. Meyer Is on Fire! by: Dan Gutman 
In this fourth book in the new My Weirdest School series, the students of Ella 
Mentry School are learning about fire safety. Mrs. Meyer of the local fire department 
has been brought in to teach the students, but she is the weirdest safety expert in 
the world. She likes fire just a little too much. Will Mrs. Meyer catch on fire? Will she 
retire? What will transpire? 

 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/marcia-thornton-jones


 

Ms. Beard Is Weird by: Dan Gutman 
A hot new reality show, The Real Teachers of Ella Mentry, is filming at school. 
Everybody wants to win the TV show's grand prize! The weird director, Ms. Beard, 
tells the teachers and students to act normal. Yeah, like that's gonna happen! 
 
The Lemonade War by: Jacqueline Davies 
For a full hour, he poured lemonade. The world is a thirsty place, he thought as he 
nearly emptied his fourth pitcher of the day And I am the Lemonade King. Fourth 
grader Evan Treski is people-smart. He's good at talking with people, even 
grownups. His younger sister, Jessie, on the other hand, is math-smart, but not 
especially good with people. So when the siblings' lemonade-stand war begins, there 
really is no telling who will win or even if their fight will ever end.  

 
 

650-900 
 

Non Fiction 
 
Shark Lady: True Adventures of Eugenie Clark by Ann McGovern 

From the first time Eugenie Clark went to an aquarium, she has loved marine life. 
She has explored the world under water and swum with sharks countless times. 
This book explores Eugenie's fascination with life in the sea. 

 

The White House by Holly Karapetkova        
Describes the history behind the White House and how it symbolizes American 
freedom. 

 
Volcano: The Eruption and Healing of Mount St. Helens by Patricia Lauber 
This book studies the eruption of Mount St. Helens, its impact on scientific 
knowledge, and the gradual return of life to its barren slopes.  
 
Behind Rebel Lines: The Incredible Story of Emma Edmonds, Civil War Spy  by 
Seymour Reit 
In 1861, when war erupted between the States, President Lincoln made an 
impassioned plea for volunteers. Determined not to remain on the sidelines, Emma 
Edmonds cropped her hair, donned men’s clothing, and enlisted in the Union Army. 
Posing in turn as a slave, peddler, washerwoman, and fop, Emma became a cunning 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Ann+Mcgovern&search-alias=books&text=Ann+Mcgovern&sort=relevancerank


master of disguise, risking discovery and death at every turn behind Confederate 
lines. 
Mighty Jackie: The Strike-Out Queen by Marissa Moss 
For as long as she could remember, Jackie Mitchell's father had told Jackie she could 
be good at whatever she wanted, as long as she worked at it. Jackie worked at 
baseball. She worked hard. And before long Jackie could outplay anyone in her 
neighborhood -- even the boys. She had one pitch -- a wicked, dropping curve ball. 
But no seventeen-year-old girl could pitch against Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. It was 
unthinkable. Then on April 2, 1931, the New York Yankees stopped in Tennessee for 
an exhibition game against the Chattanooga Lookouts. And on that day Jackie 
Mitchell made baseball history. Marissa Moss tells a true story of determination and 
heroism, a gem of baseball history sure to inspire ballplayers of all ages. And C. F. 
Payne's vibrant, glorious illustrations make the golden age of baseball come alive. 
 
What was The Underground Railroad by Yona Zeldis McDonough 
No one knows where the term Underground Railroad came from--there were no 
trains or tracks, only "conductors" who helped escaping slaves to freedom. Including 
real stories about "passengers" on the "Railroad," this book chronicles slaves' close 
calls with bounty hunters, exhausting struggles on the road, and what they 
sacrificed for freedom. With 80 black-and-white illustrations throughout and a 
sixteen-page black-and-white photo insert, the Underground Railroad comes alive! 
 
Who Would Win? Tyrannosaurus Rex vs. Velociraptor by Jerry Pallotta 
This title goes back millions of years and describe the different types of dinosaurs 
that roamed the earth and commanded the seas. The comparisons between a T. Rex 
and a Velociraptor discuss body size, brain size, agility, foot construction, arms, and 
tails. Another big question posed in this book is what caused the dinosaurs became 
extinct.  
 
 

Fiction 
 
Skateboard Tough by Matt Christopher 
As soon as Brett Thyson steps on “The Lizard”, the mysterious skateboard he 
unearthed in his backyard, he can feel its power.  It glides smoothly and effortlessly, 
but Brett can’t shake off the feeling that there’s something not quite right about it. 
 
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills behind his home, it’s 
love at first sight—and also big trouble.  It turns out the dog, which Marty names 
Shiloh, belongs to Judd Travers, who drinks too much and has a gun—and abuses 
his dogs.  So when Shiloh runs away from Judd to Marty, Marty just has to hide him 
and protect him from Judd.  But Marty’s secret becomes too big for him to keep to 
himself, and it exposes his entire family to Judd’s anger.  How far will Marty have to 



go to make Shiloh his? 
 
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle 
Winner of the 1963 Newbery Medal, L'Engle's novel, the first in the Time Quartet, 
still has the power to mesmerize even the most jaded reader. A profound sense of 
mystery courses through every page. The novel's sophisticated concept, along with 
its warm and sensitive narrative tone, set the perfect stage for Meg to discover that 
love is the most powerful force in the universe. 
How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell  
Alan challenges Billy to eat a worm a day for 15 days. The winner gets $50. Tom 
prepares the worms in a variety of ways to make them more appetizing, using 
condiments such as ketchup, mustard, horseradish, and maple syrup. His parents 
eventually find out about the bet, but he is allowed to finish.  
 
The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes 
Eleanor Estes’s The Hundred Dresses won a Newbery Honor in 1945 and has never 
been out of print since. At the heart of the story is Wanda Petronski, a Polish girl in a 
Connecticut school who is ridiculed by her classmates for wearing the same faded 
blue dress every day. Wanda claims she has one hundred dresses at home, but 
everyone knows she doesn’t and bullies her mercilessly. The class feels terrible 
when Wanda is pulled out of the school, but by that time it’s too late for apologies. 
Maddie, one of Wanda’s classmates, ultimately decides that she is "never going to 
stand by and say nothing again."  
 
Unstoppable by Tim Green 
Inspired by interviews with real-life cancer survivors and insider sports experience, 
this unforgettable New York Times bestseller shows a brave boy who learns what it 
truly means to be unstoppable. As National Ambassador for Young People's 
Literature emeritus Jon Scieszka said, Unstoppable is "absolutely heroic, and 
something every guy should read." 

 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Sleznick 
Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, 
where his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly 
interlocks with an eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth 
in the station, Hugo's undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in 
jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, 
and a hidden message from Hugo's dead father form the backbone of this intricate, 
tender, and spellbinding mystery. 
 
 

 
 



 
900 and up 

 
Non Fiction 
 
Alexander the Great Rocks the World by Vicky Alvear Shecter 
Alexander wasn't your typical teenager. When he was sixteen his father left town on 
business for a month and put him in charge-not of the house, of the whole country. 
By eighteen, he was a general. By twenty, he ruled all of ancient Greece. By 
twenty-five, he had conquered ancient Persia. By thirty-two, he was king of the 
world. So what went wrong? 
 
True Desert Adventure Stories by Gill Harvey 
11 stories, from the real Indiana Jones to Lawrence of Arabia.  
 
Buried In Ice: The Mystery of a Lost Arctic Expedition by Owen Beattie 
This action-packed award-winner tells the story of Sir John Franklin's doomed mission to the 
Arctic 

Get on Board: The Story of the Underground Railroad By James Haskins 
This book discusses the Underground Railroad, the secret, loosely organized network  
of people and places that helped many slaves escape north to freedom. 
 
Jim Henson: The Guy Who Played with Puppets by Kathleen Krull 
Sesame Street and The Muppet Show introduced Jim Henson's Muppets to the world, making 
Kermit the Frog, Oscar the Grouch, and Big Bird household names. But even as a child in rural 
Mississippi, listening to the radio and putting on comedy shows for his family, Jim recognized the 
power of laughter to bring people together. On Sesame Street, Jim's Muppets transformed 
children's television by making learning fun for kids everywhere. A visionary, Jim always believed 
that puppets could reach a wider audience. In 1976, he proved it, drawing millions of family 
viewers to The Muppet Show.  With his feature film The Dark Crystal and his Star Wars 
characters—including Yoda—Jim continued to push the boundaries of what was possible in  
puppetry until his death in 1990 at the age of 53. 
 
He Has Shot the President by Don Brown 
The headline that shocked the nation: President Lincoln Shot by Assassin John Wilkes Booth! One 
of the most exciting stories in American history told with full color illustrations.The fifth 
installment in Don Brown's Actual Times series featuring significant days in American history 
covers the Lincoln assassination and the ensuing manhunt. In He Has Shot the President! both 
Lincoln and Booth emerge as vivid characters, defined by the long and brutal Civil War, and set on 
a collision course toward tragedy. With his characteristic straightforward storytelling voice and 
dynamic watercolor illustration, Don Brown gives readers a chronological account of the events 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/owen-beattie
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/owen-beattie
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/james-haskins
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/james-haskins


and also captures the emotion of the death of America's greatest president. 

 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, 
Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and brother Byron, who's thirteen and an 
"official juvenile delinquent."  When Byron gets to be too much trouble, they head South to 
Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one person who can shape him up. And they happen to be in 
Birmingham when Grandma's church is blown up. 
 

Fiction 
 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 
This is the best loved of all the Chronicles of Narnia, the first one ever written, the one that everyone 
remembers reading.  The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe introduced readers to the wonders and 
enchantment of Narnia when it was first published fifty years ago. 
 
Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater 
A classic of American humor, the adventures of a house painter and his brood of high-stepping 
Penguins have delighted children for generations. 
 
Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery 
In the first volume of L.M. Montgomery's classic series, a skinny, precocious, 
red-headed orphan named Anne Shirley arrives on Prince Edward Island in Canada 
where she is to live with Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert on their farm, Green Gables. 
But the Cuthberts are expecting a boy whom they had wanted to help with the heavy 
chores around the farm, and Anne has to convince the older couple not to send her 
back to the orphanage. 
 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid Series by Jeff Kinney 
Author/illustrator Jeff Kinney recalls the growing pains of school life and introduces 
a new kind of hero who epitomizes the challenges of being a kid. As Greg says in his 
diary, "Just don’t expect me to be all 'Dear Diary' this and 'Dear Diary' that." Luckily 
for us, what Greg Heffley says he won't do and what he actually does are two very 
different things. 
 
Freak the Mighty/The Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 
Two boys – a slow learner stuck in the body of a teenage giant and a tiny Einstein in 
leg braces – forge a unique friendship when they pair up to create one formidable 
human force. 
 
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell 
Based on a true story set in 1835, a young Native American girl is accidentally left 
behind by her fleeing tribe, and perseveres through amazing challenges and danger. 



 

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster 
 For Milo, everything’s a bore. When a tollbooth mysteriously appears in his room, 
he drives through only because he’s got nothing better to do. But on the other side, 
things seem different. Milo visits the Island of Conclusions (you get there by 
jumping), learns about time from a ticking watchdog named Tock, and even 
embarks on a quest to rescue Rhyme and Reason. Somewhere along the way, Milo 
realizes something astonishing. Life is far from dull. In fact, it’s exciting beyond his 
wildest dreams! 
 

 

 
 


